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Dear Mr. Hurst:

This is to advise you that your administrative appeals from the action of the Federal
Bureau of Prisons (BOP) on your requests for access to certain records related to violence at
Federal Correctional Institution La Tuna were received in this Office on March 30, 2006.

Your appeals have been assigned numbers 06-1604 (Request No. 2006-02285) and
06-1605 (Request No. 2006-02289). Please mention these numbers in any future correspondence
to this Office regarding this matter.

This letter addresses your appeals from BOP's denial of your requests for expedited
processing. The other aspects of your appeals will be handled separately.

A request will be taken out of chronological order based on the date of receipt and given
expedited treatment by the Department of Justice only when it is detennined to involve: (1)
circumstances in which lack of such treatment could reasonably be expected to pose an imminent
threat to the life or safety of an individual; (2) an urgency to infonn the public about an actual or
alleged federal government activity, if made by a person primarily engaged in disseminating
infonnation; (3) the loss of substantial due process rights; or (4) a matter of widespread and
exceptional media interest in which there exist possible questions about the government's
integrity which affect public confidence. See 28 C.F.R. § 16.5(d)(1) (2005). This Office makes
detenninations regarding the first three categories, while requests made pursuant to the fourth
standard must be submitted to the Department's Director of Public Affairs. See id. § 16.5(d)(2).

You assert that your requests for expedited processing should be granted under each of
these four standards. For the reasons outlined below, I am affinning BOP's denial of expedited
processing of your requests. Additionally, the Director of Public Affairs has detennined that
expedited processing of your requests is not warranted under the fourth standard for expedited
processmg.

Under the first standard, expedited processing will be granted where not doing so "could
reasonably be expected to pose an imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an individual."




