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Dear Mr. Hurst:

You appealed from the action of the Federal Bureau of Prisons (BOP) on your request for
certain records pertaining to the living conditions and treatment of inmates at Federal Correction
Institution La Tuna. Specifically, you appealed BOP's denial of your request for expedited
treatment of your request and BOP's denial of your request for a fee waiver. Additionally, you
requested that your appeal be "merged" with Appeal Nos. 06-1604 and 06-1605, and that I
reconsider my decision on those appeals.

Concerning your appeal from BOP's denial of expedited treatment of your Request No.
2006-05569, please be advised that a request will be taken out of chronological order based on
the date of receipt and given expedited treatment by the Department of Justice only when it is
determined to involve: (1) circumstances in which lack of such treatment could reasonably be
expected to pose an imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an individual; (2) an urgency
to inform the public about an actual or alleged federal government activity, if made by a person
primarily engaged in disseminating information; (3) the loss of substantial due process rights; or
(4) a matter of widespread and exceptional media interest in which there exist possible questions
about the government's integrity which affect public confidence. See 28 C.F.R. § 16.5(d)(1)
(2006). The Department of Justice component involved makes initial determinations regarding
the first three categories, while initial requests made pursuant to the fourth standard ordinarily are
acted upon by the Department's Director of Public Affairs in the first instance. See id.
§ 16.5(d)(2).

You assert that your request for expedited treatment should be granted under each of
these four standards. For the reasons outlined below, I am affirming the denial of expedited
treatment of your request under all four standards.

Under the first standard, expedited treatment will be granted where not doing so "could
reasonably be expected to pose an imminent threat to the life or physical safety of an individual."
Id. § 16.5(d)(I)(i). In establishing the expedited treatment framework, Congress noted that the
"categories for compelling need are intended to be narrowly applied." H.R. Rep. No. 104-795, at
26 (1996). Congress further stated: "A threat to an individual's life or physical safety qualifying




