U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Office of the Assistant Attorney General Washington, D.C. 20530

July 20, 2004

The Honorable John Conyers, Jr.
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Conyers:

This responds to your letter dated February 9, 2004, to the Attorney General regarding aspects
of the Office of the Inspector General's (OIG) reports pertaining to the treatment of aliens held on
immigration charges, in connection with the investigation of the September 11, 2001, terrorist attacks.
In your letter, you asked why the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) did not interview complainant-
detainees or the subjects of the complaints after the detainees were deported. You also asked for
information relating to the Federal Bureau of Prisons' (BOP) failure to provide videotapes that were
requested by the OIG, the Civil Rights Division, and the United States Attorney's Office for the Eastern
District of New York (EDNY). Finally, you requested information regarding BOP's monitoring of
conversations between the detainees and their counsel. We have made appropriate inquiries of the
relevant Department of Justice components in our effort to answer your inquiries, and we apologize for
the delay in responding.

As you know, in the days following the attacks of September 11, 2001, the FBI initiated the
massive PENTTBOM (“Pentagon & Twin Towers Bombing”) investigation, which focused on
identifying the terrorists who perpetrated the attacks and those who might have aided them. The FBI,
working with other agencies, sought to prevent follow-up attacks in this country and against U.S.
interests abroad. In addition, the FBI was responsible for investigating a large number of “backlash
crimes” — bias-motivated offenses committed in response to the terrorist attacks.






